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the activity of the heart’s muscle, as well ns of tho muscular layer of the 
bloodvessels; an action, in other words, not similar to that of digitalis, but 
directly the opposite. He thinks it doubtful, in the light of his observations, 
if strophanthus increases the blood-pressure, notwithstanding Fraser’s obser¬ 
vations showing that the heart’s muscle is stimulated to make stronger con¬ 
tractions under the influence of this drug.— Deutsches Archiv J'i'tr klinmhe 
Median, vol. xliii. p. <353. 

The Therapeutical Employment of Iodol in Internal Diseases. 

Dante Cervesato (Lo Spermcntatc, Sept. 1888, quoted by 117 cm. med, 
J*rcs*c, 1888, No. 49) gave iodol internally, in doses of seven to twenty grains a 
day, to children with different evidences of scrofulo3is. It proved itself valu¬ 
able chiefly in tho torpid forms, as in chronic swellings, and in glands not 
yet suppurating. Its action was also favorable, though to a less extent, in 
scrofulous affections of the mucous membranes, especially in rhinitis and 
otitis. In scrofulous disorders of the skin it was of little service. In addition 
to the internal administration of the drug, insufflations of it or inunctions 
with an ointment were employed. In diseases of the respiratory apparatus 
iodol was given in doses of fifteen to forty-five grains a day. Inhalations 
were also prescribed, tho drug being suspended in glycerine, alcohol, and 
water. In this way excellent results were obtained in different forms of laryn¬ 
gitis and bronchitis. In syphilitic ulceration of the pharynx, the result was 
also excellent, the treatment being aided by local applications of iodol. 
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The Therapeutics of Typhoid Fever. 

A. Vool ( Deutsch . med. Wochenschr., 1888, Nos. 48, 49) dismisses in a few 
words the use of tho chemical antipyretics as being productive of harm, ami 
discusses at length the employment of cold baths. After quoting very exten¬ 
sively from the literature of tho subject, he concludes that though tho anti¬ 
pyretic effect of a single bath is not so striking ns that of a full doso of 
antipyrin, yet it is by no means inconsiderable, if properly applied, and the 
right timo for its administration is chosen. It is, however, from tho frequently 
repeated employment of bntlis, in the manner insisted on by Brand, that the 
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bo3t results are obtained. As often ns the temperature reaches 39° C„ baths 
of 14° It., lasting one-quarter of an hour, should be given every two hours, 
day and night. It is not a decided fall of temperature which is to bo desired, 
but a diminution of tho average daily temperature. Tho author does not 
bclievo that any danger attends the employment of the cold bath system, 
since but very few unfavorable results have been reported out of the many 
thousand baths which have been administered to fever patients in Franco 
and Germany. The attendants should not be allowed to remove the patient 
from tho bath before tho fifteen minutes have expired, for any less important 
symptoms than blueness of the face, marked pallor, or decided dyspnoea. 
However, as with tho first doso of any antipyretic drug, tho first bath must bo 
given with some degree of caution. He claims that tho mortality is decidedly 
less under tho cold bath treatment than when other methods are applied, or 
a purely oxpectnnt plan is pursued. The importance cannot bo sufficiently 
urged of commencing the treatment S3 early in tho case as possiblo; oven 
before the diagnosis is positively established. Cold baths not only diminish 
tho temperature, but favorably influence tho arterial tone, tho activity of the 
heart, digestion, respiration, diuresis, and the functions of tho skin. 


The Treatment of T£i>hoid Fever with Acetanilid. 

In a somewhat lengthy article in tho Prayer mcdicinhche Wochewchrtft, Nos. 
34, 35, 30, and 37, 1888, Haas reports the results of tho administration of 
acetanilid to 104 cases of typhoid fever; giving statistics of tho symptoms 
present and tho effects of tho drug observed, llo concludes that acetanilid, 
neither in large nor in small doses, exerts any specific or abortive action on 
tho disease, but that it is an excellent remedy for tho treatment of certain 
symptoms. Its action on tho high temperaturo and on tho nervous symptoms 
accompanying it is very satisfactory and certain. For this purpose more 
thnn one grnmmo a day is Bcldom needed. It docs not disturb digestion, has 
n favorable influence on tho general nutrition, and increases tho appetite. 
Cyanosis and oligocytlueinin are symptoms attending only tho imprudent 
use of largo doses. Collnpso and rigors will bo avoided, if no effort bo made 
to produce very marked reduction of temperaturo, and doses as small ns will 
answer tho purpose bo employed. When, however, thero is dangerous hyper¬ 
pyrexia, two grammes a day may bo given, and will, without fail, reduce the 
body heat. Such doses must be given with caution, or collapse and rigors 
may ensue. 

Tho treatment with acetanilid should bo commenced as early as possiblo 
in tho disease, and ono gramme given within ten hours in divided doses, 
sinco to administer it nt night is useless. Tho greater tho difference between 
the morning and evening temperature, tho more should tho amount be dimin¬ 
ished. From tho dny on which tho ovening temperature reaches normal 
under tho influence of tho drug, tho daily doso should be reduced to one-half 
gramme. Finally, tho evening temperaturo is kept at normal by this amount, 
and in advanced cnscs by oven three-tenths of a gramme. Chilliness followed 
by sweating indicates the need of caution in tho size of the dose. The author 
believes that under this method tho patients assimilato food better, and may 
bo fed more freely, and that they lose less weight and become more able to 



